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does not preclude the harvest of trees
on those lands for salvage, sanitation,
or other multiple use purposes. Except
for lands described at paragraph
(a)(2)(A)(E) of this section, timber har-
vest may be used as a tool to assist in
achieving or maintaining applicable
desired conditions or objectives.

(b) Plan provisions for resource man-
agement. A plan should include provi-
sions for the following:

(1) Limitations on even-aged timber
harvest methods, including provisions
to require harvest in a manner con-
sistent with the protection of soil, wa-
tershed, fish, wildlife, recreation, and
aesthetic resources and the regenera-
tion of the timber resource, including
requirements that even-aged harvest
may occur only upon a finding that it
is appropriate and that clearcutting
may occur only upon a finding that it
is the optimum method to meet the ob-
jectives and requirements of the plan;

(2) Maximum size openings created
by timber harvest according to geo-
graphic areas, forest types, or other
suitable classifications for areas to be
cut in one regeneration harvest oper-
ation. This limit may be less than, but
will not exceed, 60 acres for the Doug-
las-fir forest type of California, Or-
egon, and Washington; 80 acres for the
southern yellow pine types of Alabama,
Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Oklahoma, and Texas; 100
acres for the hemlock-Sitka spruce for-
est type of coastal Alaska; and 40 acres
for all other forest types. The plan
must allow for exceeding its limita-
tions on maximum size openings after
appropriate public notice and review by
the supervisor of the responsible offi-
cial who normally would approve the
harvest proposal. The plan maximum
size openings must not apply to the
size of areas harvested as a result of
natural catastrophic conditions such as
fire, insect and disease attack, or wind-
storm;

(3) Provisions that cut blocks, patch-
es, or strips that are shaped and blend-
ed to the extent practicable with the
natural terrain;

(4) Provisions for maintaining or re-
storing soil and water resources, in-
cluding protection for streams,
streambanks, shorelines, lakes, wet-
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lands, and other bodies of water from
detrimental changes in water tempera-
tures, blockages of water courses, and
deposits of sediment, when manage-
ment activities are likely to seriously
and adversely affect water conditions
or fish habitat;

(5) Provisions that timber harvest
projects be considered through inter-
disciplinary review, assessing the po-
tential environmental, biological, aes-
thetic, engineering, and economic im-
pacts on the sale area, as well as the
consistency of the sale with the mul-
tiple use of the general area, and that
the harvesting system used is not se-
lected primarily because it will give
the greatest dollar return or the great-
est unit output of timber;

(6) Provisions that there is reason-
able assurance that lands can be ade-
quately restocked within 5 years after
final regeneration harvest; and

(7) Provisions that soil, slope, or
other watershed conditions will not be
irreversibly damaged by timber har-
vest.

(c) Forest Service Directive System pro-
cedures. (1) The Chief of the Forest
Service must include in the Forest
Service Directive System procedures
for estimating the quantity of timber
that can be removed annually in per-
petuity on a sustained-yield basis in
accordance with 16 U.S.C. 1611.

(2) The Chief of the Forest Service
must include in the Forest Service Di-
rective System requirements assuring
that even-aged stands of trees sched-
uled for harvest during the planning
period have generally reached culmina-
tion of mean annual increment of
growth. This requirement applies only
to regeneration harvest of even-aged
stands on lands identified as suitable
for timber production and where tim-
ber production is a management pur-
pose for the harvest.

(3) Forest Service Directive System
procedures to fulfill the requirements
of this paragraph shall be adopted fol-
lowing public involvement as described
in 36 CFR part 216.

§219.13 Objections to plans,
amendments, or plan revisions.
(a) Opportunities to object. Before ap-
proving a plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision, the responsible official

plan
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must provide the public 30 calendar
days for pre-decisional review and the
opportunity to object. Federal agencies
may not object under this subpart.
During the 30-day review period, any
person or organization, other than a
Federal agency, who participated in
the planning process through the sub-
mission of written comments, may ob-
ject to a plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision according to the procedures in
this section, except in the following
circumstances:

(1) When a plan amendment is ap-
proved contemporaneously with a
project or activity decision and the
plan amendment applies only to the
project or activity, in a way that the
administrative review process of 36
CFR part 215 or part 218, subpart A, ap-
plies instead of the objection process
established in this section; or

(2) When the responsible official is an
official in the Department of Agri-
culture at a level higher than the Chief
of the Forest Service, in a way that
there is no opportunity for administra-
tive review.

(b) Submitting objections. The objec-
tion must be in writing and must be
filed with the reviewing officer within
30 days following the publication date
of the legal notice in the newspaper of
record of the availability of the plan,
plan amendment, or plan revision. Spe-
cific details will be in the Forest Serv-
ice Directive System. An objection
must contain:

(1) The name, mailing address, and
telephone number of the person or enti-
ty filing the objection. Where a single
objection is filed by more than one per-
son, the objection must indicate the
lead objector to contact. The reviewing
officer may appoint the first name list-
ed as the lead objector to act on behalf
of all parties to the single objection
when the single objection does not
specify a lead objector. The reviewing
officer may communicate directly with
the lead objector and is not required to
notify the other listed objectors of the
objection response or any other written
correspondence related to the single
objection;

(2) A statement of the issues, the
parts of the plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision to which the objection
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applies, and how the objecting party
would be adversely affected; and

(3) A concise statement explaining
how the objector believes that the
plan, plan amendment, or plan revision
is inconsistent with law, regulation, or
policy or how the objector disagrees
with the decision and providing any
recommendations for change.

(c) Responding to objections. (1) The re-
viewing officer (§219.16) has the author-
ity to make all procedural determina-
tions related to the objection not spe-
cifically explained in this subpart, in-
cluding those procedures necessary to
ensure compatibility, to the extent
practicable, with the administrative
review processes of other Federal agen-
cies. The reviewing officer must
promptly render a written response to
the objection. The response must be
sent to the objecting party by certified
mail, return receipt requested.

(2) The response of the reviewing offi-
cer shall be the final decision of the
Department of Agriculture on the ob-
jection.

(d) Use of other administrative review
processes. Where the Forest Service is a
participant in a multi-Federal agency
effort that would otherwise be subject
to objection under this subpart, the re-
viewing officer may waive the objec-
tion procedures of this subpart and in-
stead adopt the administrative review
procedure of another participating
Federal agency. As a condition of such
a waiver, the responsible official for
the Forest Service must have agree-
ment with the responsible official of
the other agency or agencies that a
joint agency response will be provided
to those who file for administrative re-
view of the multi-agency effort.

(e) Compliance with the Paperwork Re-
duction Act. The information collection
requirements associated with submit-
ting an objection have been approved
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et and assigned control number 0596—
0158.

§219.14 Effective dates and transition.

(a) Effective dates. A plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision is effec-
tive 30 days after publication of notice
of its approval (§219.9(b)), except when
a plan amendment is approved contem-
poraneously with a project or activity



